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FARRANT, Frank William 
 

 

Private, 7952 
1st Battalion, Cheshire Regiment 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of death: Monday, 19th October 
1914 
Killed in Action  
Memorial: Le Touret  
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 32 years  
 
Frank William Farrant was born at Eden Road Haverhill in 1882 the third child of 
Harry and Amelia, nee Cole. The family grew as Harry and Amelia had four more 
children, but sadly elder sister Lily died the year Frank was born and younger brother 
Albert in 1886.  So Frank grew up with Harry, Cyril, Selena Flora and Lily Violet. 
 
Harry and Amelia married in Haverhill on the 25 December 1877 and lived in Eden 
Road, Harry was a beamer at the factory and in their earlier years of marriage 
Amelia was a silk weaver.  Frank was to take the position of lamplighter for the town 
when he left school and was also a mat maker. 
 
When Frank enlisted into the 2nd Battalion of the Cheshire Regiment on the 5th 
January 1903 for 3 years in the colours and 9 on reserve, he was described as being 
5ft 10 ¾ inches tall weighing 10 stone 9lbs with a fair complexion, blue eyes and 
dark brown hair.  He was posted to India, arriving there on 1st October 1904. 
 
Upon his return from India on 10th March 1906 he was transferred to the reserve list 
and came home to his family at 34 Vine Cottages in Burton End. In 1911 he was 
employed as a hair weaver. 
 
As a reservist Frank was recalled at the outbreak of war and sailed from Belfast with 
the 1st Battalion, reaching France on the 16th August 1914.  As a member of D 
Company he first saw action at Audregnies in Flanders on the 24th August. 
 
The 19th October 1914 was the second day of the battalion’s action to take La 
Bassee. The War Diary for that day states: 

 
10 a.m. attempted to occupy La Bassee and came under heavy fire of 
each arm.  Finally entrenched 450 yards in front of former positions.  
 

Frank was one of the nine men killed that day, in action at the village of Violaines.  
He was 32 years of age and had served 4 years 288 days with the Regiment. 
 
A report published in the South West Suffolk Echo on 21st November 1914 read:  

 
‘Readers will regret to learn that the parents of Pte. Frank Farrant 
(7052) of the Cheshire Regiment, who reside at 34 Vine Cottages, 
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received official intimation from the War Office late last Thursday 
night that their son had been killed in action.’ 
 

 
A letter from the Company Sergeant Major of the 1st Cheshire’s, reads: 
 

‘He was killed by a piece of shell striking him in the head, and death 
was instantaneous. … We buried him on the edge of a ploughed field 
and put up a small cross. … He died like a soldier while advancing to 
the attack. Whilst in the Company he was always ready for work and 
action, a splendid chap and a fine soldier. He was especially 
commended for bravery by the Commanding Officer on one occasion 
… He died like a soldier and a man.’ 

 
Frank is remembered 
with honour on the Le 
Touret Memorial and 
was awarded the 1914 
Star, clasp and rose, the 
British War and Victory 
medals. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
He attended the Old Independent Church 
(pictured) and is remembered on their memorial 
plaque alongside his older brother Harry.   

 


